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93-278 October 6, 1993 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU AMONG TOP MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITIES 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University is among the top 
66 Midwest regional colleges and universities listed in the 
seventh edition of "America's Best Colleges" published by u.s. 
News and World Report. 
Of 131 Midwest regional colleges and universities placed in 
four quartiles, Eastern appears in quartile two (schools ranked 
34th to 66th) . 
Eastern is among only five Illinois public universities 
listed in the Midwest region for institutions of its type. Of the 
five, none ranks above Eastern; one, Southern Illinois University 
at Edwardsville, is in the same quartile ; and three rank below 
Eastern. 
Eastern President David Jorns said, "This report clearly 
shows Eastern as one of the finest comprehensive institutions in 
the nation. We plan to become even better." 
The u.s. News rankings combine a school's academic reputa-
tion with data on its students, faculty, test scores, financial 
resources and retention and graduation rates. 
- more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 EIU TOP MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
Within its group, Eastern compares well on several factors. 
With 82 percent of freshmen returning as sophomores, EIU has the 
second highest retention rate of the colleges and universities in 
quartile two. 
Eastern's graduation rate of 59 percent (within six years) 
ties it for top in the quartile. 
The university's student faculty ratio (16:1} places it 
above the median for this group. 
A total of 1,371 accredited schools in the country were sur-
veyed by u.s. News and were ranked in one of five categories: 
national universities; national liberal arts colleges; region-
al colleges and universities (subdivided by region: North, South, 
Midwest and West); regional liberal arts colleges (subdivided by 
region); and specialized institutions. 
Eastern was grouped with Midwest regional colleges and 
universities--schools which generally award more than half their 
bachelor's degrees in two or more professional disciplines. Many 
also offer graduate degrees. 
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